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Community engagement continuum

Responsible partnerships with the
community
• What do responsible
partnerships look
like?

Practicing CEnR with students:
selected approaches
1. Meet student learning goals and community needs
2. Design a process for continuous co-learning
3. Maximize participation of and leadership by
community
4. Coordinate closely with community on student work
5. Invest in long-term relationships

Examples from practice @ VCU
• Urban planning programs traditionally provided services to
communities: the expert – client relationship
• New interdependent roles and responsibilities:
• Student/researcher
• Community partner

• Community partnerships:
• Highland Park
• Fairmount/East End

1. MEET STUDENT LEARNING GOALS
AND COMMUNITY NEEDS

2. DESIGN A PROCESS FOR
CONTINUOUS CO-LEARNING

• Co-develop the process
on Day 1 with an
advisory board

• Form studentcommunity teams

• Be in the community
with your partners

• Recognize community
partner schedules

• Understand the
community together

Results of an asset mapping process in Highland Park.

Student reflection journal entry:
This [civic association] meeting had a strong impact on me
because it made me realize that, while the studio class thinks
our ideas are great and that are going to strongly benefit the
community, that is not always the case. While at this meeting,
we presented the residents with the idea of pop up farmers
markets at the corner stores. Here we explained that this will
bring in fresh produce to the neighborhood and would
encourage individuals to go for healthier foods as opposed to
the chips and sugary drinks. A member of the association
spoke up and disagreed. She said, "if they don't know how to
make it, what's the point?"

• Understand the
community together

The Circle of Courage highlights four universal needs for
greatness and resilience: belonging, mastery, independence
and generosity.

3. MAXIMIZE PARTICIPATION OF AND
LEADERSHIP BY COMMUNITY

• Recruit diverse community
advisory boards members

• Know who will guide the future
process

• Reflect on the necessary tools
– and incentives – to lead

• Recognize the skills
brought by each partner

Student Reflection Journal:
Miss Diane also pointed out to
me that we are raising leaders
here, we're not just coming in
and being the leaders and to
her, that's what is most
important.

4. COORDINATE CLOSELY WITH
COMMUNITY ON STUDENT WORK

• Maintain frequent
communication – during
and in between academic
semesters

• Speak at community and
district meetings
• Present updates in
collaboration with partners

5. INVEST IN LONG-TERM
RELATIONSHIPS

Considerations for moving forward
• Engage (more fully) community
partners as co-participants in the
research project.
• Commit to longer-term
research/education projects.
• Ensure reciprocity.
• Examine cultural norms within our
disciplines/curriculum that pose
barriers.

Small Group Discussions:
modeling responsible partnerships
1.

What are ways in which researchers can learn about the values,
ethics and needs of communities with which they plan to work?
Why is this important?

2.

What are the different types of resources that might be
contributed in a community-engaged partnership?

3.

What other approaches or policies can help enable responsible
university-community partnerships?

4.

From an academic perspective: what are the challenges to
enabling CEnR with students?

5.

From a community partner perspective, what are the
opportunities and liabilities related to CEnR with students?

